Zengin kiltiirii, gorkemli tapmaklari ve el degmemiy dogasiyla dikkat ceken Kambogya,

THE DRAGON
AWAKENS!

uzun siireli sessizligin ardindan guzelliklerini sergilemek icin sabirsizlamyor.

Cambodia, which stands out with its rich culture, splendid temples, and pristine

environment, is very excited to show off its beauties after a long period of silence,

Yazi « Story « Melih Usly

Devasa bulutlarnin arasindan
siiztilen 11k huzmelerinin renkten
renge boyadigi ormanlar arasinda
ilerlerken, celtik tarlalan, balikg
kultibeleri ve nilifer goletlerinin
olusturdugu manzaranin biiyiisine
kolayca kapihiyor insan. 20. ytizyihin
sonlarindan KambBogya'sim tizerine
géken kara bulutlar goktan dagilmaya
baglamig. Niifusunun neredeyse
yansi genglerden olugan tlke, yeni
bir gelecege turizmle hazirlaniyor.
Gergekten de Kanibogya'da her adima
dogal ve tarihsel zenginlikler eglik
ediyor. Bagkent Phnom Penh'in yedi
kilometre batisindaki Pochentong,
lilkedeki en biiyiik havalimanlarindan
birine sahip. Buradan taksiyle
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Passing through forests painted
in various colors by rays of light
streaming down from between giant
clouds, one becomes easily drawn
into the magic of the view, which is
made up of rice paddies, fishermen's
huts, and lily ponds. The dark
clouds that formed above Cambodia
have long been dissipating,
starting from the end of the 20th
century. Each step in Cambodia
is truly accompanied by natural
and historical wealth. One of the
country’s largest airports is located
in Pochentong, seven kilometers east
of Phnom Penh, the capital. One
can easily reach the city center from
here via taxi.
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sehir merkezine rahatga
ulasilabiliyor.,

KOLONYAL BASKENT
Giineydogu Asyanin
Ozgiin yapisini korumayi
bagarabilen son kolonyal
baskentlerden biri olan
Phnom Penh'te ii¢ tekerlekli
bisiklet taksiler cirit atiyor.
Kraliyet Sarayr’'nin gevresini
kugatan gorkemli Khmer

Kuleleri ve rengirenk Fransiz

villalari, cadde koselerindeki
kafelerle birlikte ilging bir
manzara olusturuyor. Sehrin
anit yapilarindan biri olan
Kraliyet Saray: da fazlasiyla
gorilmeye deger. Bir yap:

toplulugundan olusan sarayin

belki de en 6nemli pargasi
Giimis Tapinak. Zemini
glmiiy dogemeyle stslii
tapinagin duvarlart da altin
kaplama. [¢ mekandaki goz
alici stislemeler arasinda
ziimrit Buda heykeli dikkat
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KAMBOCYADA
HERADIMADOGAI
VE TARIHSEIL
ZENGINLIKLER
ESLIK EDIYOR

cekici. Baskentteki bir diger
duraginiz Ulusal Mize.
Muzede, Angkor oncesi
dénemden giiniimiize
kadar gelen etkileyici
Khmer heykel ve el sanatlan
koleksiyonu sergileniyor.
Khmer stilinde insa edilen
miize binasi, 1917 yilinda
Fransiz mimarlar tarafindan
tasarlanmus. Mizeden

THE COLONIAL CAPITAL
Phnom Penh, one of
the last colonial capitals
to successfully preserve
the authentic make-up of
Southeast Asia, is dominated
by tricycle rickshaw taxis.
The majestic Khmer Towers
and colorful French villas
surrounding the Royal
Palace create an interesting
scene together with the cafés
on the street corners. The
RU'\“H' Palace, one U_,f- the
city’s landmarks, is definitely
worth seeing. Perhaps the
most important part of the
palace, which consists of a
number of structures, is the
Silver Pugud:i, The walls :"f-
the pagoda, whose floors are
decorated with silver, are
coated in gold. Among the
eye-catching items inside is
a very interesting emerald
Buddha statue. Another of
our stops in the capital is the

National Museum, where

an impressive collection
of Khmer statues and
handicrafts dating back

to pr’c'-;\ngkm' fimes is

on display. The museum
building, built in the
Khmer style, was designed
by French architects in
1917. After the museum,

we head on out to [ ’.:l‘nng,

forty kilometers to the

north of Phnom Penh. This
place served as Cambodia’s
\'.ipzr.n'_,'nr u}!pnwinmh‘f_r

_}Lim‘ centuries, starting in

the 17th century. Besides
temple ruins spread out over
two areas, other ruins
Buddhist temples and the
Ta San Temple, which saw
great damage during the
civil war—are also among
the things that can be seen
here. Shopping before you
leave Phnom Penh would

be a g:m:f idea. One Uf the




sonra Phnom Penh'in 40
kilometre kuzeyindeki
Udong’a uzaniyoruz.

Burasi, 17. yiizyildan
itibaren yaklagik dort asir
boyunca Kambogyanin
baskentligini yapmus.

Iki farkh alana yayilan
tapinak kalintilar1 diginda
yapi harabeleri, pek ¢ok
Budist mabedi ve i¢ savas
sonucu fazlasiyla yipranan
Ta San Mabedi burada
goriilebilecekler arasinda.
Phnom Penh'ten ayrilmadan
once aligverige cikmakta
fayda var. Kambogya'da
alabileceginiz en degerli
uriinlerden biri, geleneksel
tezgihlarda dokunan ipek.
Dini térenlerde sikca
kullamlan giimiis de usta igi
yontemlerle igleniyor. Ayrica
orme sepetler, antik doneme
ait heykel ve figtirlerin bronz
kopyalari, altin ve degerli
taslar, ahsap oymalar ile
Khmer igi pamuklu esarplar
satin alinabilir.

DORT YUZ YILLIK

YALNIZLIK

Pochentong Uluslararas:
Havalimani'ndan direkt
ugusla Siem Reapa ulagmak
yorucu degil, aksine son
derece keyifli. Kambogya'nin
kuzeybatisinda kiigiik bir
yerlesim olan Siem Reap'in
asil cazibesi, UNESCO'nun
Diinya Mirasi Listesi'nde
yer alan Angkor Tapinaklari.
Giineydeki Tonle Sap Gola
ise direkler tizerindeki tek
kath ahsap yapilardan olusan
balik¢1 koyleriyle inli. Khmer
Medeniyeti'nin bagyapitlan
kabul edilen Angkor
Tapinaklar’'nin yapimina
9. ytizyilda baglanms ve
tamamlanmas: yaklagik 300
yil siirmiig. Tropikal bir
ormanin i¢indeki tapmak
toplulugu, gége yiikselen
merdivenler, stitunlar, ig ice
gecen avlular, dev heykeller
ve lotus gicegi seklindeki
kulelerden oluguyor. En
parlak déneminde niifusu

CAMBODIA
IS TRULY
ACCOMPANIED
BY NATURAL AND
HISTORICAL
WEALTH.

most valuable products you
can lmy in Cambodia is the
silk woven on traditional
looms. Silver, used frequently
in religious ceremonies, is
worked using the methods of
masters. In addition, one can
buy woven baskets, bronze
copies of statues and figures
of ancient times, gold and
precious stones, woodcuts,
and Khmer cotton scarves
too.

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS
OFSOLITUDE

Getting to Siem Reap
with a direct flight from
Pochentong International
Airport is not tiring; to the
contrary, it is extrsmet'_v
pleasant. The real draw

of Siem Reap, a small
settlement in the northwest
of Cambodia, is the Angkor
Wat, a temple complex on
UNESCO's list of World
Heritage Sites. Lake Tonlé
Sap to the south, on the
other hand, is famous for its
fishermen's villages, which
are made up of single-story
wooden structures built

on posts. Construction on
the Angkor Wat began in
the 9th century and took
around three hundred years
to complete. The temple
complex is made up of stairs
rising skyward, columns,
courtyards lying one within
the other, giant statues, and
towers shaped like lotus
flowers. Angkor, which had a
population of over a million
in its brightest era, was the
country’s capital until it
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KAMBOCYADA
ALABILECEGINIZ
EN DEGERLI
URUNLERDEN
BIRI, GELENEKSE]
TEZGAHLARDA

DOKUNANIPEK

bir milyonun tizerinde olan
Angkor, 1431°de istila edilene
kadar tilkenin bagkentiymis.
Yogun saldinilarla Khmer
Hanedani'nin zayiflatilmas
sonucu bagkent, Phnom
Penh'e tasinmus. Bir asir
stiren savas nedeniyle
tamamen terk edilen Angkor,
400 y1l siiren bir yalnizhga
biiriinmiig. Bu siirede orman
geniglemis ve antik kenti
tamamen ortmiis. Nihayet
19. yiizyilin sonlarinda
kesfedilen kayip sehir, Uzak
Dogu sanatinin en degerli
orneklerini bir arada sunuyor.
Kompleksin en iyi korunmug
tapinaklar ise Angkor

Wat, Bayon ve Ta Prohm.
Ana tapinak topluluguna
yaklasik 25 kilometre
uzakhiktaki Banteay Srei,
diger tapmaklara kiyasla daha
kiigitk. Pembe kumtagindan
insa edilen mabedin yapilisi
10. ytizyila tarihleniyor.
Duvar siislemeleri, heykelleri
ve diger ayrnintilarinda

goze arpan incelik ve
dekorasyonuyla gorenleri

ONE OF THE

MOST VALUABLE
PRODUCTS YOU CAN
BUY IN CAMBODIA
IS THE SILK WOVEN
ON TRADITIONAL
LOOMS.

was occupied in 1431. As

a result of the weakening

of the Khmer Dynasty, the
capital was moved to Phnom
Penh. Abandoned due to a
war that lasted a century,
Angkor settled into four
hundred years of solitude.
Within this time, the forest
('.\‘.!hiliti‘t'tf fo cover the
ancient town entirely. Finally
rediscovered around the

end of the 19th century, the
lost town presents the most
valuable examples of Far
Eastern art in one place. The
best-preserved temples in

the complex are the Angkor
Wat, Bayon, and Ta Prohm.
Banteay Srei, around
twenty-five kilometers from
the main temple complex,

is relatively smaller than

the other temples. Built
using pink limestone, the
construction of the temple is
dated to the 10th century. It
astonishes all who see it with
its ornate walls, statues, and
the striking grace of its other
dl‘l’il”.\' HHJ 11‘1'{(”‘:1“(”]. .I‘-('H‘

the finale of an unforgettable
dli_“, we decide to try

hayrete disirtiyor. Unutulmaz
bir giiniin finalinde Kambogya
yemeklerini denemeye karar some Cambodian food.

veriyoruz, Tayland ve Vietnam It is not hard to find the

mutfaklariyla benzerlikler
gosteren yerel lezzetlerin en
iyi orneklerini Siem Reap
ve Phnom Penh’te bulmak
zor degil. Essiz bir ziyafetin
ardindan Kambogya'min
biiyulii guzelliklerini
gordugimuz igin kendimizi
gok sansh hissediyoruz.
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best t’.\\il'!!.tﬂ't'_\‘ of the local
delicacies, which bear a
resemblance to the cuisines
of Thailand and Vietnam,
in Siem Reap and Phnom
Penh. After a unique feast,
u't.'_i't‘t'lI very .I'm'k".‘ to have
seen the enchanting beauties
of Cambodia.







